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Let your abundance, supply their need.



2016-17
fiscal year

EXPENSES:

$8,681,352

JUNE: Father Joseph A. Murray, O.S.A., ordained 
to the priesthood, Saint Thomas of  Villanova Church, 
Villanova University, Villanova, Pa.     

JULY: Father Tony Burrascano, O.S.A., named 
Executive Director of   Augustinian Defenders of  the 
Rights of  the Poor (ADROP)

AUGUST: Hiroyuki Thomas Shibata, O.S.A., Regional Superior 
of  the Japanese Vicariate, received First Profession of  Vows to 
the Augustinian Order from novice Atsushi Kuwahara, O.S.A.

SEPTEMBER: Father Bill Atkinson. O.S.A., 10th Anniversary 
Mass celebrated by Prior Provincial Michael Di Gregorio, 
O.S.A., Saint Thomas of  Villanova Church, Villanova 
University, Villanova, Pa.

OCTOBER: Inaugural St. Thomas of  Villanova 
Leadership & St. Augustine Legacy Societies Mass 
and Brunch, St. Augustine Friary, Villanova, Pa.

NOVEMBER: Augustinian Fund 10th Anniversary 
Celebration, Overbrook Golf  Club, Villanova, Pa.

DECEMBER: Brother Aldo Potencio, O.S.A., 
Profession of  Final Vows to the Order of  St. Augustine, 
Saint Thomas of  Villanova Church, Villanova University, 
Villanova, Pa.

JANUARY: 150th anniversary celebration Mass, 
Saint Augustine Churh, Andover, Mass.

FEBRUARY: 10th Anniversary of  the death of  
Father Richard D. Appicci, O.S.A.

MARCH: Merrimack College, North Andover, Mass., 
celebrates 70th Anniversary.

APRIL: The Diocesan Cause for the beatification and 
canonization of  Augustinian Servant of  God, Father 
Bill Atkinson, O.S.A., officially opened, April 24, 2017          

and: Inaugural St. Augustine Medal Dinner, 
New York, N.Y., honoring Patty and Jay Wright

MAY: Appointment of  first lay director, Chesley Turner,
National Shrine of  Saint Rita of  Cascia, Philadelphia, Pa.

For a list of all of those who have contributed in the 2016-17 fiscal year, please visit: WWW.AUGUSTINIANFUND.ORG
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FISCAL YEAR 2016-17 HIGHLIGHTS



Dear Friends,
On behalf  of  my Augustinian brothers, 
please accept my heartfelt gratitude for 
your support of  our Augustinian way of  life 
and the various ministries we conduct 
which are particularly designed to serve the 
poor and marginalized and depend on 
Province resources.

Your generosity also enables us to provide 
our elderly and infirm friars with quality 
health care in our communities, and assures 
the future of  our Province in the formation 
and education of  those preparing for 
Augustinian life or ministry.

May God reward you and bless you for your 
continued support of  the Augustinians. Be 
assured of  our continued prayers.

In Augustine,

 

Father Michael F. Di Gregorio, O.S.A.
Prior Provincial

DEAR FRIENDS OF THE AUGUSTINIANS,

Welcome to the Province’s new Gratitude Report! In this 
new format, you will read more about the impact your 
gift has on the Province’s mission. We’ve decided to no 
longer publish a printed donor list, but you may visit 
www.augustinianfund.org/donor-list to view it online.

There were 1,841 generous donors who contributed to the 
Augustinian Fund last fiscal year, providing the Province 
with much-needed resources to fund the friars’ needs and 
advance our mission. Of  particular note, Mrs. Rita Donahue and her late husband, 
Joseph, earmarked a $500,000 gift for the care of  the elderly and infirm friars in honor 
of  a lifetime friendship with Father George. F. Riley, O.S.A. This special gift helped to 
defray the annual expense of  maintaining and operating the St. Thomas Monastery. 

On April 27, 2017 Father Michael Di Gregorio, O.S.A. presented the inaugural Saint 
Augustine Medal to Patty and Jay Wright at a celebratory dinner in New York City 
with over 500 guests in attendance. This dinner together with the Augustinian Fund 
10th Anniversary Celebration on November 9, 2016 raised $545,000 after expenses, 
nearly meeting the total cost of  our Vocation and Formation programs.

I am grateful to Mrs. Donahue, Medal Dinner participants and every donor who made 
a gift to the Augustinian Fund in the last fiscal year. No matter the size, each and every 
gift creates impact. God bless you for your generosity. I look forward to your continued 
support in the coming year. I’d love to hear your feedback on the new format.

Regards,

Madonna Sutter
Director of  Advancement
madonna.sutter@augustinian.org

The Augustinian Fund was established 
in 2006 to help sustain the mission of  
the Province. For the past ten years, 
generous benefactors have helped to 
address the following five priorities: 
The first two, Care of  the Elderly & 

Infirm friars and Vocation & 
Formation Programs enable us to 

sustain our Augustinian way of  life, 
and the remaining three, the 

Augustinian Volunteers, Foreign 
Missions and the Office of  Justice & 

Peace provide needed services through 
ministries that are not self-reliant.

AUGUSTINIAN 
ADVANCEMENT COUNCIL

David L. Cavanaugh, Esq.
Teresa S. Coffey

Richard E. Devine, Jr.
Michael F. Di Gregorio, O.S.A.

Basil A. DiSipio, Esq., Chair
Raymond Falzone, Jr., Esq.

Robert P. Hagan, O.S.A.
Francis J. Horn, O.S.A.

Catherine LeBlanc
James J. McCartney, O.S.A.

Robert J. McKiernan
Michael B. Picotte

Jonathan C. Poling, Esq.
Eric R. Quisenberry

Robert L. Saldutti, Esq.
Meg Sheetz

Christopher Soltis
Teresa Martini Sousa

Michael P. Sullivan, O.S.A.
Robert F. Woods

EMERITA MEMBER
Mary Ellen Maggitti

EMERITI MEMBERS
Charles P. Connolly
James G. O’Connor

For a list of all of those who 
have contributed in the 2016-17 

fiscal year, please visit: 
WWW.AUGUSTINIANFUND.ORG



VOCATION & FORMATION

An invitation to men to consider the Augustinian way of  life so that the distinctive 
gift of  Augustinian spirituality might continue to exist into the future and serve 
the Church in the years ahead.

“My goal is to serve.”
Elizandro Contreras, O.S.A.
Profession: July 31, 2016
Hometown: La Vega, 
Dominican Republic

I was 18 years old when I 
started to think seriously about 
my vocation and religious life. 
I was born in an Augustinian 
parish. What the friars did was 
always attractive to me but it 
wasn’t until my best friend, Jose Osvaldo Peña, who joined the 
Augustinian community, invited me to look at Augustinian life, that I 
considered the possibility of  joining the community. Many friars in our 
provinces motivated me to continue searching deeply about my calling. 
But very early in the process Father Francisco De Leon, O.S.A., for 
many reasons, was a great example of  an Augustinian who encouraged 
me to make the decision to become an Augustinian. He was a hard 
worker and friendly priest. My Catholic roots are based on strong 
values. Since I was a child, I was involved in Church life, so my family’s 
faith and its relationship with the Church played an important role in 
my decision to join religious life. Everything in life has its difficulties and 
challenges. Facing myself  in my whole reality, seeing myself  as a sinner, 
confronting my weaknesses, and accepting and loving myself  is a 
challenge that I have had to face in the process of  discernment. Having 
the feeling of  being welcomed, validated and supported by the 
community is something that I really enjoy. Being a pastor is very 
attractive to me because it involves service and closeness with the people 
of  God. But my disposition is to do what I have to do in order to cover 
the needs of  our province. My goal is to serve.

CARE OF THE SICK AND ELDERLY:
SAINT THOMAS  MONASTERY

“My greatest pride is being an Augustinian.”
Fr. Thomas P. Dwyer, O.S.A.

The Monastery is situated in the middle of  the campus at Villanova 
University, one of  the most prestigious schools in the country. We friars 
can attend sports, lectures, concerts, drama and musicals. The 
University choir  is outstanding and their concerts are magnificent. I 
audited Italian classes for two years. Both professors and students 
welcomed me warmly. How lucky we are to live on campus. My greatest 
pride is being an Augustinian.

We have a wonderful Augustinian Community. Almost all of  the retired 
friars have part-time work saying Mass on weekends and hearing 
confessions. Many of  our friars are superb preachers and highly 
respected by the people whom they serve. I have made some strong 
friendships, and I treasure them. The health care in the Monastery is 
highly professional and loving. The staff  is so considerate, and our head 
nurse has connections all over for the best hospitals and doctors. I enjoy 
my life in the Monastery where I am cared for with kindness and 
spiritually nourished.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: BILL DISIPIO

The Province expresses its deep 
appreciation to Bill DiSipio who 
stepped down as chair of  the 
Augustinian Advancement Council 
in May. Bill was one of  the original 
members of  the Council and has 
provided dedicated service to the 
Province for the past ten years. The 
Advancement program has seen 
great growth and progress under 
Bill’s leadership. We are grateful for 
Bill’s dedication, guidance and 
compassionate leadership which has 
contributed signifcantly to advancing 
the Province’s mission.  

Our Mission
We Augustinians, inspired by the religious insight 

and teaching of  Saint Augustine, and established as 

a Mendicant Order in the 13th Century, seek to live 

out our Christian vocation of  love for God and 

neighbor in the fashion of  Augustine, in communion of  

life and service to the Church. To seek God together 

is our common project. To share our discovery of  God 

is our chosen undertaking. Thus we have always been, 

and see ourselves still, as active contemplatives in the 

Church, called to impart to others the gifts we have 

received. Unity of  minds and hearts is our goal as well 

as our constant stimulus.

Sustaining the Augustinian Way of Life



JUSTICE & PEACE: AUGUSTINIAN 
DEFENDERS OF THE RIGHTS OF THE POOR

Changing lives and making a difference every day.

Early on a  Saturday  morning, Fr. Jack Deegan, O.S.A. and Fr. Tony 
Burrascano, O.S.A., gathered at the National Shrine of  St. Rita of  
Cascia with 50 walkers to raise awareness and funds in support of  the 
underserved in South Philadelphia. One mile later, they arrived at the 
Methodist Hospital Health Expo, joining many others in the 
community for free health screenings. The Walk highlighted the efforts 
of  the Augustinian Defenders of  the Rights of  the Poor (ADROP) 
and the Methodist Hospital Foundation to educate and provide much 
needed primary healthcare at the ADROP’s Unity Clinic to those who 
cannot afford medical services. Last year, between primary care visits 
and labs, there were 1,248 
patients served. Methodist 
has given the Clinic over 
$125,000 in grants and in 
excess of  $325,000 in free 
lab work over the years. In 
the absence of  the Clinic, 
many of  these individuals 
would not receive any 
medical care or attention. 
Of  special note, out of  the 50 walkers, 20 came from the Indonesian 
Community who were responsible for raising $800 of  the $5,100 total 
raised. That wonderful outpouring of  support is witness to the positive 
impact we are making in our own backyard every day.

“Indonesia is among Southeast Asia’s poorest countries, a fact 
compounded by the 2004 tsunami. Philadelphia’s Indonesian 
population has more than doubled and its size now ranks ninth among 
Indonesian communities in the U.S.”

Photo by: Fr. Dan McLaughlin, O.S.A.

AUGUSTINIAN MISSIONS

Missions enables friars to nurture the soul, feed 
the body and provide funds to build schools, 
repair existing structures and most importantly, 
strengthen people’s abilities to care for themselves.

Creating Opportunities through 
Education: New School in Trujillo, Peru 

On November 18, 2016, the first phase of  
construction of  the new Augustinian school in 
Trujillo, Peru, culminated with the blessing of  the wall surrounding the 
property. Accompanied by students, families, and friars, Father Fidel 
Alvarado Sandoval, O.S.A., Vicar of  the Chulucanas Vicariate, 
processed around the perimeter of  the property, blessing the wall and 
then presiding at the official ribbon-cutting ceremony at the main 
entrance. Ground breaking for the school (Colegio San Agustín) took place 
in January 2014. After nearly two years of  paperwork and red tape to 
acquire the needed permits, construction of  the wall began in January 

2016. The next phase will be the erection of  
classrooms to house the upper grades of  the 
school, which is currently being operated on the 
grounds of  a parish staffed by the Augustinians 
in Trujillo. 

The school, established in 2013, presently offers 
grades 1-5. The plan is to add one grade each 
year, through high school. The Father Richard 
Appicci, O.S.A., Mission Endowment Fund of  
the Province of  Saint Thomas of  Villanova has 

provided a grant of  $500,000 to help fund the construction. The 
project’s continued progress will depend on available resources. San 
Agustín is the first school founded by the Augustinians of  the Chulucanas 
Vicariate. Providing solid educational opportunities is an important 
ministry that will enable many to advance from a life of  poverty.

Photo: Father Fidel Alvarado Sandoval, O.S.A., blesses the entrance to Colegio 
San Agustín.

AUGUSTINIAN VOLUNTEERS

Seeking justice through faith in action.

“My greatest joy during my 
year has been being able to see 
the progress my students have 
made in spite of  the many 
challenges outside of  the 
classroom.”
Emma Caffey
Service site: Our Mother of  Sorrows/ 
St. Ignatius School
Community: Philadelphia, PA 
2016-2017

I have always enjoyed working with children. Their energy and 
potential to achieve drives me to be a better person. Since I was 15, I 
have been working in school settings with students in grades K-5. Even 
with much experience, nothing prepared me for how these children in 
West Philly would change my life. My experience as an Augustinian 
Volunteer has changed my perspective on student life and privilege. 
Many people do not realize the opportunities that they have. When first 
working at Our Mother of  Sorrows/St. Ignatius School, I could see 
clear differences between the schools I’ve known in my lifetime and this 
inner city school. 

One of  my biggest challenges this year has been to witness the reality of  
these student’s lives and learn about their experiences outside of  school. 
These students count on me every day to help them with tests or play 
with them outside. This makes me feel a sense of  purpose in life. My 
greatest joy has been to see the progress my students have made in spite 
of  the many challenges outside of  the classroom. I love being a part of  
that happiness, teaching them how important school is and showing 
them what kind of  opportunities are out there for them. It gives me 
hope that they will create better lives for themselves.

Support for the Poor and Marginalized
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214 Ashwood Road
Villanova, PA 19085

APRIL: The Diocesan Cause for the beatification and 
canonization of  Augustinian Servant of  God, Father 
Bill Atkinson, O.S.A., officially opened, April 24, 2017          

and: Inaugural St. Augustine Medal Dinner, 
New York, N.Y., honoring Patty and Jay Wright
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On the Front Cover: (L-R) Brothers William Gabriel, O.S.A., 
Arturo Renteria, O.S.A. and Father John Arulthas, O.S.A., process into a 
Mass marking the end of  the 2017 Convocation at Villanova University.

On this page: Priors Provincial Kevin Mullins, O.S.A., Michael Di 
Gregorio, O.S.A., Bernie Scianna, O.S.A., and Vicar General Joseph 
Farrell, O.S.A. (front row), are pictured with men in formation.


