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Let your abundance, supply their need.



2017-18
fiscal year

EXPENSES:

$8,609,011

JUNE: 180 members of  the Federation of  Augustinians of  
North America gathered on the Villanova University campus to 
engage in fraternal and prayerful conversation and planning.  

JULY: More than 150 participants from over 50 Augustinian Centers 
of  Education attended the International Augustinian Education 
Congress with representation from 25 different countries. 

AUGUST: Father Aldo Potencio, O.S.A. ordained to 
the priesthood, Our Mother of  Good Counsel Church, 
Bryn Mawr, Pa.

SEPTEMBER: Bishop Louis A. DeSimone named Saint 
Augustine Medal Dinner Recipient.

OCTOBER: Chesley Turner installed as the new Director of  
the National Shrine of  Saint Rita of  Cascia in Philadelphia by 
Prior Provincial Michael F. Di Gregorio, O.S.A. 

NOVEMBER: Province hosts Jack Brennan, Chairman 
Emeritus and Senior Advisor of  The Vanguard Group, Inc., 
at a Profile of  Augustinian Leadership reception, Overbrook 
Golf  Club, Villanova, Pa.

DECEMBER: Brother Bryan Kerns, O.S.A., 
professed solemn vows.

JANUARY: The Infiniti Coaches Charity Challenge 
kicks off  with Jay Wright naming the Augustinian Fund 
as his charity of  choice.

FEBRUARY: Father Michael F. Di Gregorio, O.S.A. is 
re-elected as Prior Provincial for a second term.

MARCH: Province celebrated the 11th anniversary of  the death 
of  Father Richard D. Appicci, O.S.A. with family and friends.

APRIL: Pope Francis hosted Villanova University Leadership 
in the Clementine Hall of  the Vatican, Rome, Italy.

MAY: Province Celebrated the Augustinians in the 
Merrimack Valley, Andover Country Club, Andover, Ma.

For a list of all of those who have contributed in the 2017-18 fiscal year, please visit: 
WWW.AUGUSTINIANFUND.ORG/GRATITUDE-REPORT
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REVENUE:

$8,367,184

FISCAL YEAR 2017-18 HIGHLIGHTS



Dear Friends,
As I begin my second term as 
Prior Provincial, I have many 
opportunities to reflect on the 
past four years while also 
looking toward the future. I am 
ever mindful of  the generosity 
of  our benefactors who make it 
possible for my brothers and me 
to live in communion of  life 
and in service to the Church. 
Without your support, neither 
of  these would be possible.

The coming years will surely 
present us with joyous occasions 
as well as challenges. As we 
move forward, I ask you to pray 
for us, and particularly for 
vocations to our Order. We 
invite you to help us make others aware of  our way of  life and service, especially those 
who might be considering a call to religious life. Your collaboration and partnership 
with us are significant and appreciated.

Be assured of  our prayers for you and your loved ones. We live in gratitude for all that 
you do for us.

In Augustine,

 

Father Michael F. Di Gregorio, O.S.A.
Prior Provincial

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: 
ANTHONY DELLOMO 

Anthony Dellomo was a member of  the 
Augustinian Advancement Council since 
its inception in 2006 until he stepped 
down two years ago. He had a close 
relationship to Father Dick Appicci, 
O.S.A. and is a champion of  Father 
Appicci’s efforts in the Augustinian Peru 
Mission. Early on in his tenure on the 
Advancement Council, Anthony visited 
Peru to see first hand the work of  Father 
Appicci. Anthony founded and is a 
member of  the Saint Augustine Legacy 
Society which was established to 
encourage Province donors to consider 

a planned or estate gift in the name of  the Augustinians. We are grateful to 
Anthony for his passionate commitment to and support of  the Augustinians 
and Villanova University and thank him for all he has done for us.

The Augustinian Fund was established in 2006 to 
build a reliable source of  annual revenue to help 
the Province meet its’ financial responsibilities. 

Years ago, the friars' earned salaries were 
sufficient to cover all of  our expenses. However, 

today, with fewer friars in active ministry and 
salaried we must rely on the generosity of  

friends and benefactors to help us sustain our 
way of  life and the ministries we perform.

AUGUSTINIAN 
ADVANCEMENT COUNCIL

David L. Cavanaugh Esq.
Teresa S. Coffey

Richard E. Devine, Jr.
Michael F. Di Gregorio, O.S.A.

Susan DiLoreto
Raymond Falzone, Jr.

Robert P. Hagan, O.S.A.
Francis J. Horn, O.S.A.
Catherine S. LeBlanc

James J. McCartney, O.S.A.
Robert J. McKiernan

Michael B. Picotte
Jonathan C. Poling, Esq.

Eric R. Quisenberry
Robert L. Saldutti

Meg Sheetz
Christopher Soltis, Chair

Teresa Martini Sousa
Michael P. Sullivan, O.S.A.

Jack Warnock, Jr.

EMERITA MEMBER
Mary Ellen Maggitti

EMERITI MEMBERS
Charles P. Connolly
James G. O’Connor

Our Mission
We Augustinians, inspired by the religious insight 
and teaching of  Saint Augustine, and established as 
a Mendicant Order in the 13th Century, seek to live 
out our Christian vocation of  love for God and 
neighbor in the fashion of  Augustine, in communion of  
life and service to the Church. To seek God together is 
our common project. To share our discovery of  God is 
our chosen undertaking. Thus we have always been, 
and see ourselves still, as active contemplatives in the 
Church, called to impart to others the gifts we have 
received. Unity of  minds and hearts is our goal as well 

as our constant stimulus.

For a list of all of those who have contributed 
in the 2017-18 fiscal year, please visit: 

WWW.AUGUSTINIANFUND.ORG/GRATITUDE-REPORT



DEAR FRIENDS 
OF THE AUGUSTINIANS,

I am pleased to present the Province’s 
Gratitude Report which provides you 
with a re-cap of  fundraising activity 
and programs for the 2017-18 fiscal 
year. The generosity and commitment 
of  donors to the Augustinian Fund is 
overwhelming. I offer my thanks to 
each of  you who support the friars’ 
way of  life and their service to the 
disenfranchised.

I am astounded by the number of  gifts we receive as well as the range of  
gifts from $1 to over $1 million dollars. Every gift we receive is important 
to us and no gift is too small. 

VOCATION & FORMATION

One of  the clichés of  religious life 
is that nobody has a vocation to 
formation, which is to say that the goal 
of  the formation experience is to get a 
man out of  formation and into an 
active community, fulfilling his vocation 
as an Augustinian. Formation is 
long—for a reason. We had better get it 
right. And Augustinian formation has 
as its goal not only preparation for 
ministry, but even prior to that, 
formation for life in community, in a 
community with Christ as its center, 
informed and guided by the thought 
and example of  Saint Augustine.

Nobody has a vocation to formation, but formation requires an 
immense investment of  time, talent, and treasure. Time for everyone. 
Talent for those friars responsible for supervising those in formation. 
And treasure because education and preparation is expensive. But it’s all 
worthwhile. I was afforded the tremendous privilege of  pursuing a 
master’s degree at The University of  Chicago Divinity School in 
addition to the standard educational program at Catholic Theological 
Union. In that realm of  higher education, there are no free lunches. But 
the benefit of  that program was immeasurable for two main reasons: 
first, a more academically focused program of  study; and, second, and 
perhaps most importantly, the opportunity to learn and think as a 
Christian alongside those of  many other traditions in a secular 
environment, where our faith is just one argument among many about 
how to view and think about everything. The program showed me a lot 
about what it will mean to be in ministry in a culture that is more and 
more secular. My formation program has prepared me well for my 
ministry to teach theology at Saint Augustine Preparatory School.

No one has a vocation to formation. But without good formation there 
can be little else that we do well. 

Father Bryan Kerns, O.S.A.

CARE OF THE ELDERLY AND INFIRM FRIARS

A few weeks ago, I observed the 61st anniversary of  my ordination to 
the priesthood, which took place at the National Shrine of  the 
Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C. on June 8, 1957. Needless 
to say, I often reflect on how these many years have passed by so quickly. 
After teaching for two years right after ordination at Monsignor Bonner 
High School,  I joined the Villanova community as a member of  the 
Religious Studies Department from 1961-1978. During most of  those 
years Saint Thomas Monastery was primarily a residence for 
Augustinian administrators and 
faculty, which generally numbered 
between  35-40 friars.  After many 
other assignments and various 
ministries, I returned to Villanova 
nine years ago and have been a 
semi-retired resident since then. 
The monastery on the campus of  
Villanova University is at the 
center of  the main campus and is 
easily recognizable  by thousands 
of  alumni and students. Many of  
the students on campus make 
reference to this hallowed building 
as the place where the  “Old  
Guys” live. I wonder why?

The Augustinian heritage that is so much a part of  Villanova’s legacy is 
evident in all aspects of  the University’s  purpose and operations. 
Augustine's influence and spirit perdure in all that Villanova represents. 
And let it be emphasized that the monastery is a potent reminder of  the 
hundreds of  Augustinians who have worked and sacrificed to make 
Villanova the prestigious University that it is today. The residents here 
at  the monastery are happy and proud to be part of  the St. Thomas 
community.  We pray that countless generations to come will benefit 
from this wonderful, loving and concerned community.

Father Edward C. Doherty, O.S.A.

Sustaining the Augustinian Way of Life

A member of  our Augustinian Family, M. Louise Fitzpatrick, former 
dean of  Villanova’s College of  Nursing which now bears her name, 
passed away last September. Her kindness and genuine compassion for 
the friars unfolded throughout this past year with an unexpected and 
incredibly generous estate gift. We are grateful to Louise for all she did 
for us throughout her life and her remembrance upon her death.

I invite you to share your Augustinian connection with me if  you haven’t 
already. I look forward to hearing from you and hope that you will 
consider renewing your support in the coming year.

With gratitude,

Madonna Sutter
Director of  Advancement
madonna.sutter@augustinian.org



JUSTICE & PEACE: AUGUSTINIAN 
DEFENDERS OF THE RIGHTS OF THE POOR

As a new member of  the Augustinian Defenders of  the Rights of  the 
Poor staff, I've done my best to talk to as many people as I can and to 
learn about the variety of  ministries in which we engage. I’ve spoken to 
people at our clinic with the help of  our Indonesian interpreters, I’ve 
watched a presentation by the Pre-K class at the St. Anthony of  Padua 
School, and I’ve participated in a spiritual reflection and support group 
for people formerly incarcerated or those with various addictions. It was 
during one such conversation with John Killeen, the co-director of  
Mary Mother of  Captives (MMOC), that I was touched by the 
importance and diversity of  our programming. 

MMOC provides a variety 
of  services, but John chose 
to tell me a particular story 
about a man named Troy. 
Arrested during a midnight 
raid on his home, Troy was 
left with only a blanket and 
his underwear. When he was 
released from Graterford 
Prison during Christmas, 
2016, he left with a couple 
of  sweat suits, donated by 
some of  the corrections 
officers, and nothing else. 
John and the rest of  the 
MMOC community helped Troy gather appropriate clothing, Septa 
passes, a safe place to transition, and the courage to return to the 
"outside world." Today, Troy is back in school, working, self-sufficient 
and productive. In John's words, "This is a highlight story." As the name 
suggests, Mary Mother of  Captives truly recognizes the presence of  
Christ in those presently and formerly incarcerated and works with 
them to make this presence known and loved by themselves and society.

Lacie Ann Michaelson, Executive Director, 
Augustinian Defenders of  the Rights of  the Poor

AUGUSTINIAN MISSIONS

January 18-21, 2018, Pope Francis made his pastoral visit to Peru with the central theme of  “United in 
Hope.” One of  those days the pope spent in Trujillo, where the Augustinians have their pre-novitiate and 
theology seminaries and staff, a parish, and school. Pope Francis celebrated Mass before a million people 
on a beach close to where hundreds of  families lost their homes in the massive El Niño floods of  March, 
2017. The Augustinians were instrumental in the relief  efforts for these families (see photo.) Later in the 
day, Father John Lydon, O.S.A., who coordinated the steering committee that prepared for the pope’s 
visit, presented the Holy Father with a wood carving of  the Virgin of  the Door (Virgin de la Puerta), the 
patroness of  the area. The original statue was brought to Trujillo by the Augustinians in the 1600s.

In April, Pope Francis named Father Edinson Farfan, O.S.A., of  the Chulucanas Vicariate, as Apostolic 
Administrator of  the Prelature of  Chuquibambilla, a vast and very poor area in the Andes Mountains 
of  Peru. Since Father Edinson is only 43 years old, he will not be ordained a bishop for two years, but he 
has the status and responsibilities of  a bishop except that he cannot yet ordain priests or deacons. He becomes the first native born Peruvian in over 200 
years to be a full member of  the Episcopal Conference of  Peru. Father Edinson’s vocation was nurtured in San José Obrero Parish in Chulucanas, where 
the Augustinians from the United States first arrived fifty years ago.

AUGUSTINIAN VOLUNTEERS

One of  the greatest advantages about the Lawrence community is that 
we have such a strong relationship with Augustinians in the area. It’s not 
every day that you have the opportunity to spend time in prayer with 
those that are called to the religious life. My community is lucky to have 
such generous Augustinian priests that host us bi-monthly for dinner 
and prayer. I love having the opportunity to participate in praying the 
Divine Office together, and I am very grateful that the Augustinians 
have been so hospitable to us during our time here.

Part of  the reason I chose to 
participate in the Augustinian 
Volunteers was because I 
wanted the opportunity to 
work on my spiritual journey 
by setting aside the demands 
of  society and placing God at 
the forefront of  my everyday 
life. At the beginning of  my 
AV experience, I found 
myself  falling back into the 
old habit of  taking my eyes 
off  of  God and being 
overwhelmed with factors 
beyond my control. However, I have been reminded during my time in 
Lawrence, Mass. that certain people enter our lives not through 
coincidence but because of  God’s divine intervention. Everyone is on 
a different chapter of  their spiritual journeys, but God wants to use 
each and every one of  us as instruments if  we are open and receptive to 
spreading messages of  love, hope, generosity, and encouragement 
during difficulties. I have met inspiring people at my service site, in my 
community, and in the surrounding towns that are impacting my 
spirituality daily.

“Since you cannot do good to all, you are to pay special attention to 
those who, by the accidents of  time, or place, or circumstances, are 
brought into closer connection with you.” – St. Augustine

Meg Ruhter, Augustinian Volunteer

Support for the Poor and Marginalized

Augustinian formation students in Trujillo provide food 
and supplies for families who lost their homes in the floods 
of  March 2017.

Left to right, Father Peter G. Gori, O.S.A., Meg 
Ruhter, Erin Tack, Father Arthur D. Johnson, 
O.S.A., and Maggie Morrin.
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